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further proceedings. The only resource was the horrible torture
,,T            known as the fieine forte et dure. The prisoner re-

Weston                                             j.            -j                                              j.

refuses to fusing to plead was laid under weights, which were
from time to time increased till he could bear them
no longer, at the same time that he was exposed to the utmost-
severity of cold and hunger. Coke, however, was unable to wait
till the torment took effect He could no longer contain the
secrets with which, in the course of the last few days, he had
become acquainted, and he accordingly directed Sir Lawrence
Hyde (who had once been a leading member of the popular
party in the House of Commons, but had now become the
Queen's Attorney) to read the accusations which Weston and
others had brought against Mrs. Turner and the Earl and
Countess of Somerset. In this way Coke practically threw the
weight of his authority against prisoners who were not present,
and who had no opportunity of being heard in their own
defence. After this the proceedings were adjourned to the
23rd, in order to give Weston time to consider the course
which he would take.

There can be little doubt of the truth of the supposition
which was generally entertained at the time, that Weston had
He gives ^een tampered with by those who hoped, by his
way.           refusal to plead, to escape the punishment of their

misdeeds. Every attempt was made to induce him to reconsider
his determination, but for some time without effect Two
Bishops, Andrewes and King, exhausted to no purpose the
arguments which could be supplied by the different schools of
theology to which they respectively belonged. What the Bishops
were unable to d'o, however, was at last effected by the sheriff's
servant, on the morning of the day on which Weston was
brought again before the Court The change which he effected
was attributed by Coke to ' the instance of the Holy Ghost;'
but the result was probably obtained by a vivid description of
the tortures which Weston, if he continued obstinate, would
have to undergo, and by the conviction that he was only
serving, at his own expense, those who had led him to "destruc-
tion. When he saw the sheriff, he told him that he was now
ready to put himself on his trial; and added that he hoped